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BRITISH LIBRARY GEOREFERENCER 
INSTRUCTIONS 
 

How to georeference historic maps  
 

Georeferencing adds location data to map images, making them geographically 
searchable and offering the potential for visualisation and analysis using geospatial 
tools. Georeferenced maps will be added to the portal Old Maps Online, which 
provides a geographic search interface to historic maps from numerous collections 
online. 
 

 
 
Step 1: Sign in 
 
Go to http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/start and click Sign in (See top right 
hand) 
 

 
You will be asked to log in. An account with Georeferencer is free and the 'Sign in 
with email' option only requires inputting your e-mail address, adding a username 
and password and then confirming through your email. Alternatively, you may login 
using an existing account with Facebook, Google, or Twitter. 
 

 

http://www.oldmapsonline.org/
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/start
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Sign in with email option: 
 

 
 
Once you have signed up you will be taken back to 
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/start 
 
Click Fix the location of a map button 
 

 
 

http://www.bl.uk/help/how-to-use-the-georeferencer
http://britishlibrary.georeferencer.com/start
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Step 2: Set up the Georeferencer 
 
You will be presented with two map boxes in the Georeference tab (see below); the 
scanned historic map will appear on the right, with a modern map on the left. 
 

 
 
The modern or ‘base’ map can be changed to one of several other including Streets, 
Open Street Map, Google Maps – Roadmap, Google Maps – Satellite and Google 
Maps - Terrain. To change the map click the earth icon on the left. 
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Step 3: Start Georeferencing! 
 
Ensure that the view is Side by side which displays modern mapping next to the 
historic mapping.  
 

 
 
Examine the maps carefully, looking to identify spatial relationships. When a location 
can be identified on both maps, click on that point on one map, followed by the other. 
You can use the magnifying glass tool to refine the click position by clicking and 
dragging the cross hairs. If you wish to delete a set of points, finish assigning the 
pair, then select the points by clicking on either with the mouse and press the 
“Delete” button on your keyboard. 
 

 
 
The features that are easiest to identify and correlate between historic and modern 
maps are usually road junctions as these frequently have not changed since the 
map’s creation, while watercourses, house/farm names and boundaries of woods 
and fields have sometimes altered over time.  
 
If you are struggling to identify the geographical area that the map depicts, try 
clicking on ‘This map’. This tab contains information about the map such as its 
description. You can also try using the search tool, made available by clicking on the 
magnifying glass on the left of the modern map. Try typing a placename that you find 
on the old map into the search tool and the modern map will move to that location. 
 

 
 
Assign as many points as you can over the entire map. The minimum is number is 
five but more points, spread evenly over the map and extending to the map margins, 
will provide more accurate georeferencing and therefore much more valuable data.  
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When you are finished, click the “Save” button to the bottom right of the map. 
 

 
 
The thank you dialog box appeared. Click View this map. (Compare and Overlay 
allows you to view the map in in the Georeferencer Compare tool where on-screen 
instructions are available.) 
 

 
 
You are automatically taken to the View tab, showing the historic map overlaid over 
Google Maps. 
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It is now time to remove the border or marginalia of the map, what we call clipping. 
 

 
 
Step 4: Clip the map 
 
Click the Georeference tab, towards the top left. Click on the clip tab as shown here: 
 

 
 
Follow the ‘Clipping the map’ instructions on the right of the page to clip the area of 
the image that contains the map. Remove the border by clicking on the corners and 
dragging them. Move the four corner or circular nodes by clicking and dragging with 
the mouse. See a node depicted in the image below. Nodes can be added by clicking 
on the border and dragging or deleted by clicking on the node and pressing delete. 
Alternatively, if there are too many nodes to delete individually, refresh the page to 
start again.  
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Step 6: Evaluate your work 
 
Click on the coordinates tab. There is a table to the right of the historic map. Points 
that are potentially inaccurate are coloured in red. You could go back, delete these 
points, and move them to adjust their position on the map. 
 

 
 
Step 7: Transcribe 
 
After you have evaluated your work click on the ‘Transcribe’ tab. 
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This tab allows you to add text to the maps to make them searchable. Click the Add 
Transcription button in the top right. 
 

 
Click on the map, hold down the mouse button and draw over any names that appear 
on the map and save. 
 

 
 

 
 
Repeat this for significant names on the map. These transcriptions help to make the 
map searchable. 
 
Step 8: You’ve completed your first map 

Click back on the Georeferencer tab. Congratulations, you have georeferenced your 
first map! Click the ‘Next’ button in the bottom right corner to bring up the next map to 
Georeference. 
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